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National News:

VA Medical Imaging Reaches
Record Level - VistA Imaging,
the medical and health care
imaging system used in
Department of Veterans Affairs
medical centers, attained over
one billion stored images in
January this year, according to
the department. (7/24/09)

Veterans Affairs Helps Veteran Small-Business Owners
- More than 1,000 Veterans who own small businesses
and seek to do more contracting with the federal
government recently heard Secretary of Veterans
Affairs Eric K. Shinseki extol the importance of small
businesses and reaffirm the commitment of the
Department of Veterans Affairs to help veterans start
or expand their companies. (7/22/09)

Secretary Shinseki Announces Next Steps in
Technology Advancements to Reduce Wasteful
Spending and Increase Accountability - The
Department of Veterans Affairs announced today that it
will temporarily halt 45 information technology projects
which are either behind schedule or over budget. These
projects will be reviewed, and it will be determined
whether these projects should be continued. (7/17/09)

More Than 1,100 Colleges and Universities Partner with
VA to Improve GI Bill Benefits - Over 1,100 colleges,
universities and schools across the country have
entered into “Yellow Ribbon” program agreements with
the Department of Veterans Affairs to improve financial
aid for Veterans participating in the Post-9/11 GI Bill.
(7/13/09)

Stimulus Funds Support VA Energy Conservation Efforts
- As part of a clean-energy transformation, the
Department of Veterans Affairs is targeting nearly one-
quarter of its $1.4 billion in funds from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act to investments in clean
energy generation and energy conservation. (7/8/09)

VISN 19:

The Rural Health
Initiative Projects are
now in the development
stage and funding has
been allocated to all
facility sites. Planning
and development teams
for each initiative have
been established and are
meeting twice a month.
All sites have begun
recruitment activities and
targeted completing the
staffing by the end of September.

The Primary Care Telehealth Outreach Clinic (PCTOC)
community surveys are underway and leases for clinic
space are being completed. A Telehealth Coordinators
team is at work completing a telehealth clinic startup
checklist that will be a resource for all initiatives.
Telehealth equipment is being ordered at the VISN
level, to be drop shipped to the end point site and is on
schedule to be ordered by mid August.

The VISN Rural Health Consultant is working his way
around the VISN and visiting each facility, and
proposed new PCTOC site and working with the facility
to identify Rural Health needs, marshal resources and
facilitate communication and linkages to promote the
timely development and implementation of the Rural
Health Initiatives.

New El Paso County Court tailored to handle war
fallout

A new court that will open in El Paso County next
month is designed to provide returning veterans
accused of felonies with an alternative to the
conventional justice system, which is not always
sympathetic to combat-related brain injuries and stress
disorders. The need for such a court has been
illustrated recently by the large number of combat
veterans diagnosed with brain injuries or stress-related
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anxiety who are
accused of
felonies. The court,
which opens Aug.
14, is designed to
recognize the
unique needs of
combat veterans
who have
committed a crime

and may be suffering from post-traumatic stress
disorder or a brain injury. The court is funded by a
portion of a $2 million, five-year federal grant. The
court will receive $100,000 each year. Denver District
Court, using some of the same grant money, hopes to
open a veteran’s court early next year.

VISN 19’s Lease Acquisition Specialist Honored

VISN 19’s Lease Acquisition Specialist, Mark Moriarty
was recognized as this month’s
AbilityOne Procurement
Champion. “The value that
AbilityOne brings to us at the VA
is huge,” stated, Mark Moriarty.
“It doesn’t matter that they
have a disability. The bottom
line is they are all human beings
who deserve the chance to
work.” Moriarty was recently
promoted as a lease acquisition
specialist and oversees 45 leases within the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) in Colorado. He is
responsible for building leases valued over $55 million
and has worked at the VA for the past 4.5 of his 23
year contracting career.

ECHCS

Denver, CO – Replacement Medical Center
Facility: The day has arrived! Secretary Shinseki will
attend the groundbreaking ceremony to be held at 1:00
pm on August 22, 2009 at the site of the future
replacement facility on the Fitzsimons campus.

The Construction and Facilities Management Office
awarded the first design-build demolition contract in
July. The Notice to proceed was given to the
demolition contractor to begin work on the buildings

south of 17th Place – the old PX and the old Burger
King. Work on the site should begin within the next 10
days.

User group meetings are scheduled for the week of
August 10th and will continue monthly through at least
March 2010. Final decisions on building locations are
being made. Several options have been explored as
refinements have been made. This will allow the Joint
Venture team to meet their deadline for assuring that
the project is within scope from a budgetary
perspective as well as a square footage perspective.

A meeting was held with all stakeholders on the
campus to discuss infrastructure for offsite utilities.
This included the City of Aurora, The Children’s
Hospital, University of Colorado Hospital, and
University of Colorado Denver planners, Forest City,
Qwest and the FRA. Xcel will be involved as well.
Biweekly meetings will continue with selected subsets
of individuals.

Colorado Springs: The most recent space plan has
been approved and a request to proceed with
identifying the site and basic room and building layout
is being sent to VACO The new square footage is
approximately 111,000 building gross square feet. The
advertisement for Colorado Springs was placed in
FEDBIZOPPS on July 28, 2009. . This ad will close on
August 17, 2009. A tentative date for the market
survey is the week of Aug 24, 2009.

Pueblo: : The most recent space plan has been
approved and a memo requesting authorization to
proceed with identifying the site and basic room and
building layout is being sent to VACO. The new square
footage is approximately 35,411 net usable square
feet. The VA will send out an advertisement and
extend the delineated area. This would enhance the
possibilities that the March 31, 2011 date can be met.

Pictured from left to right CSM Dennis L. Wilkin, Command Sergeant Major,
Evans Army Community Hospital, Mr. John Herd, Senior Defense Advisor Office
of Congressman Doug Lamborn, Col Jimmie O. Keenan, Commander Evans
Army Community Hospital, Ms. Janice Jacobs, Director VARO Denver, Ms.
Lynette Roff, Director ECHCS & MG Mark Graham, Commanding General
Division West First Army

VA-DoD Disability Evaluation System Program
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
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On June 29th, VA, Army and Congressional
representatives officially cut the ribbon to open the VA-
DoD Disability Evaluation System (DES) program on
Fort Carson, Colorado. The DES program is a joint VA-
DoD program established to combine and streamline
DoD’s Medical Evaluation Board (MEB) system and the
VA’s Disability claims system. The program was piloted
in the Washington DC National Capital Region between
2007 and 2008 and was expanded to 18 sites
throughout the country including Fort Carson, CO.

Active duty members entering the program go through
the normal DoD MEB process, but at the same time go
through the VBA’s claim and Compensation and
pension exam processes. The active duty member
remains in the program until discharge, or is returned
to full duty. The DES program reduces the time that an
active duty member processes through both programs
by one-half. The goal of the program is to provide an
active duty member their first VA disability payment, if
applicable, within three weeks of their discharge date.

VARO Denver has placed Military Service Coordinators
(MSCs) working alongside Army Physical Evaluation
Board Liaison Officers (PEBLOs) on Fort Carson, and
the ECHCS has placed medical providers and support
staff working alongside Army MEB providers at Evans
Army Community Hospital. Cross credentialing, access
to both VA and DoD electronic medical records, cross
training, electronic transfer of radiological exams, VA-
DoD telehealth capability, and access to VA and DoD
specialty providers has been accomplished and has
been working well since the programs’ official opening
on June 1, 2009. “The VA-DoD DES program is the
right thing to do for these active duty members who
have so unselfishly volunteered to serve their country,
especially with the ongoing conflict in the Middle East
and the Global War on Terrorism” cited Ms. Roff who
sponsored the ribbon cutting ceremony.

VA Montana Health Care System:

VA Montana Healthcare System - Billings CBOC clinic
construction is full steam ahead. The exterior finishes
are complete except for some landscaping and parking
lot work. Interior sheet rock, taping, texturing and
painting are almost complete and the contractor is

installing flooring. A VA Montana Engineer and the
Associate Director had a “walk through” with the
contractor on July 29, 2009 reviewing room by room to
assure compliance with the building specifications.
VAMTHCS remains on track for the planned opening of
the new 25,000 square foot clinic in Billings on
September 30, 2009.

The VAMTHCS is also making significant progress with
the 7,500 square foot lab expansion at Fort Harrison
with a completion date set for early 2010.

Sheridan VAMC:

Sheridan VAMC congratulates Powell Valley Healthcare
System for being awarded the CBOC contract in Powell,
Wyoming.

Sheridan VAMC recently hosted educational program
designers from Sheridan College for a focus group
meeting with forty Residential and Domiciliary
Rehabilitation Treatment Program veterans. The
purpose of the focus group was to discuss and
determine educational interests and future educational
opportunities of interest to the veterans in attendance.
Sheridan College will collate the information and
provide a proposal for a program to include college
credit and/or non-credit classes.

Summer time is a busy time for Contracting and
Facilities Management Services. One of the many
projects currently being developed is a parking lot
project adding over 100 new parking spaces and
realigning many of the existing parking areas. In
addition, a comprehensive signage and way finding
project is also under development to improve exterior
and interior signage.

April 30, 2009



4

CHAPS, a Sheridan County Equine Therapy Program,
showcased their Horses 4 Heroes Program by having a
Sheridan VA veteran riding a horse at the opening
ceremonies of the Sheridan Wyoming Rodeo.

Facilities Management Service has recently completed
the fencing for the “Community Victory Garden” project
located on the VA grounds. This area will be made
available for gardening activities to veterans and the
families of currently deployed veterans.

VASLCHCS:

VASLCHCS Welcomes new director Steve Young

With a name like Steve Young in the state of Utah, the
expectations are already high. “OUR” Steve Young did
not disappoint during his recent welcome reception as
he talked about taking the facility and healthcare
system forward.

Standing alongside his wife Chris and two daughters
Devyn and Caroline, Mr. Young met personally with
many of the SLCHCS staff and enjoyed every second of
it.

THE SLCHCS was honored to have Salt Lake County
Mayor Peter Corroon in attendance along with a
number of community and veteran leaders. Special
guests included Mrs. Wahlen, representatives from
Senators Hatch and Bennett, Representative Bishop
and the Salt Lake City Mayor, State Director of
Veterans Affairs, University of Utah Senior VP for
Health Sciences, University of Utah Medical School

Dean, The VBA Director, and various VSOs from Utah
and Idaho.

OEF/OIF DVD

The VASLCHCS joined forces with the Utah DAV to
produce a post deployment DVD on transitional issues.
The video encourages soldiers to seek the treatment
they have earned. Our portion was approximately
three minutes and dealt specifically with healthcare
focusing on our returning OEF/OIF veterans. Among
the topics: Our Mental Health Services, Women’s
program, Rural Outreach and five years of health care.

The content was kept VA generic because it is
anticipated this DVD will be shown in other cities. The
DVD premiered to our OIF/OEF Partnership committee
and positive feedback has been overwhelming. It is
hoped the video which combines music with useful
information and resources will stick with returning
soldiers and encourage them to take advantage of the
services they deserve.

Grand Junction VAMC:

Several projects at the Grand Junction VA Medical
Center have come together to make for a much safer,
ecologically friendly and visually appealing
environment. The oxygen storage unit has been
replaced and new signage has made it easier to locate
buildings and services. In addition, milling and
resurfacing of the parking lots and roadways have
eliminated areas where water froze in the winter,
reduced tripping hazards, and increased patient and
employee ease of access.

Finally, resurfacing of several buildings has added an
R-14 rating on top of the existing rating, decreased
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noise from increased traffic on nearby streets,
increased weather resistance and created a pleasant
atmosphere for patients and employees.

Cheyenne VAMC:

The height of summer may have already passed in
Cheyenne but progress on various projects at the
Cheyenne VAMC continues to move full steam ahead.
Soon after the time you read this update, the portion

of the roof in this image will be transformed into the
framework for two new surgical suites as planned in
the VISN19 Network Expansion plan.

Additionally, the new Mobile Telehealth Clinic is
scheduled to arrive during the month of August 2009.
At this time, there are three new employees (two
Registered Nurses and one Health Tech) who will staff
the Mobile Telehealth Clinic plus the program
coordinator who will orchestrate all of the mobile clinic
operations. Sterling, CO will see the Veteran visit in
September 2009 and additional communities that will
host the mobile clinic will be scheduled in the following
months.

Also, as a result of the recent funding provided to
VISN19 through the VA’s Office of Rural Health,
assessments are underway for the establishment of a
new Primary Care Telehealth Outreach Clinic in
Rawlins, WY. The next step for this new outreach clinic
will include continued developments for the location as
well as recruitment of VA staff for this clinic.

Parking at the Cheyenne VAMC in the past year has
become an issue at times. Recently, two administrative
sections (Human Resources and Billing/Collections)

have moved off campus to help alleviate some of the
parking pressures. Also, a new parking are on the north
side of the main campus is currently under
construction. This new area, providing more than 50
new parking spaces for patients and employees, should
be completed by September 2009.

The Cheyenne VAMC will close out the summer with the
addition of a new Associate Director, Ms. Elizabeth
Lowery. She transfers to Cheyenne VAMC from Grand
Junction and will oversee many administrative sections.
Ms. Lowery is scheduled to start her new role in mid-
August.


